
Recommending approval to award grant funds from the Fish and Game Commission to the 
Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains (RCDSMM) to replace worn and/or 
lost tools used for ongoing restoration and re-vegetation efforts of creek channels.

SUBJECT

December 17, 2013

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

FISH AND GAME PROPAGATION FUND GRANT AWARD
(THIRD SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

Approve the Fish and Game Propagation Fund Grant request in the amount of $1,685 to the 
RCDSMM to replace worn and/or lost tools in order to continue the on-going restoration and re-
vegetation efforts in lower Topanga Creek, Malibu Lagoon and Arroyo Sequit Creeks.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

Invasive species, both plant and animal, compete with the native species for space and food 
resources in lower Topanga Creek, Malibu Lagoon and Arroyo Sequit Creeks.  

Crayfish (native to Louisiana) eat the Creeks’ native frog eggs, tadpoles and adults and young fish 
eggs.  They also disturb the sediments increasing turbidity, which in turn increases water 
temperature and lowers the availability of dissolved oxygen.   Euphorbia terracina (pepperweed) and 
Arundo donax can overtake acres of creek banks when not controlled.  They are highly flammable 
and can change bank stability and hydrology, both of which impact fish and other aquatic native 
species.
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The restoration and re-vegetation efforts in the creek channels rely upon volunteers coordinated by 
the RCDSMM and California Department of Parks and Recreation (Parks and Recreation).  Since 
2009, over 1,000 volunteers have participated in monthly events in lower Topanga State Park re-
vegetating and removing invasive plants in a 12-acre floodplain following the restoration of the creek 
channel to increase migration opportunities for endangered southern steelhead trout.  

Following the restoration of Malibu Lagoon in 2012, over 1,500 volunteers have helped with weekly 
planting and weeding.  A major creek restoration project is planned for the summer of 2014 to 
remove an in-stream barrier in Arroyo Sequit Creek and replace it with a bridge to increase fish 
passage opportunities, while continuing to provide access for visitors at Leo Carrillo State Beach.  
Hundreds of student volunteers are regularly assisting with catching and removing invasive red 
swamp crayfish from Topanga and Malibu Creeks.

In the regular course of these events, tools get broken or lost.  Since all of this work is conducted by 
volunteers, supervised by RCDSMM staff who also volunteer their time, RCDSMM rely on grants and 
donations to replace these important tools that are needed by the volunteers to accomplish the task 
of eradicating invasive plants and animals in targeted locations where native species are threatened.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Providing funds for this program is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goals
No. 1 & 3 (Operational Effectiveness & Integrated Services Delivery).  In addition to the restoration 
and re-vegetation efforts, the RCDSMM provide education programs and conduct research that 
assists in developing management and policy plans.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There is no impact on the General Fund.  The approved expenditure will be charged to the Fish and 
Game Propagation Fund, which has sufficient funds to cover the cost.

The Los Angeles County Fish and Game Propagation Fund is financed from a percentage of penalty 
assessments collected relating to fish and game code violations in Los Angeles County.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

Section et seq. 13100 of the Fish and Game Code establishes guidelines for the expenditure of fines 
levied for fish and game code violations.  It includes enhancing fish and game activities including 
propagation, protection and restoration; supporting fish and wildlife projects; and furthering research 
and education in areas related to fish and wildlife.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Board action enhances the conservation and the propagation of fish and game, thus benefiting 
the County of Los Angeles and the State of California.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
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JOHN H. HYBARGER

Chairman

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors

Respectfully submitted,

JHH:bf
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